
 
 

February 19, 2020 

Allan E. Baer, President 

The Global Challenge Award, Inc., d.b.a. 

Renewable Nations Institute 

39 Beacon Hill 

Chelsea, VT 05038 

 

Re: Endorsement of the Renewable Nations Institute Vision for Green Mountain 

College 

Dear Mr. Baer: 

 This letter is on behalf of SaveGMC, Inc., a Vermont 501(c)(3) non-profit. SaveGMC, 

Inc. was established by a group of “radical optimists” when the Green Mountain College 

administration announced that the school was shutting its doors permanently. We are a 

combination of current students, alumni, and parents of students, who came together with one 

burning focus: to save Green Mountain College from permanent closure. 

Green Mountain College has a robust history of rising from ashes like a phoenix, 

recreating itself to match the needs of the time. The College has served as a preparatory 

academy, a two-year women’s college, a liberal arts institution, and an environmental liberal arts 

college. Today, though its doors are closed, GMC stands ready once again to reinvent itself. The 

members of SaveGMC believe this reinvention is possible through the vision of the Renewable 

Nations Institute at Green Mountain College.  

When we, the members of SaveGMC, first met you around a Vermont kitchen table, we 

knew that we had found someone who understood the importance of GMC. This college has 

attracted passionate students and professors from across the world who want, more than 

anything, to save our planet from the threat of climate change. More than any other organization 

or individual who came forward, we felt that RNI’s vision for the school would honor GMC’s 

legacy, and build upon everything that GMC has striven for as an environmental liberal arts 

college. Moreover, during our first days organizing, gathering petitions, and listening to the 

needs of the community, we became increasingly aware that the Poultney community would 

welcome your vision with open arms. 

We strongly believe that the vision represented by the Renewable Nations Institute, 

which has been built upon the GMC-Poultney collaboration “Sustainability 2020,” will save 

Poultney’s economy and enhance the economic well-being of its citizens. In addition, we believe 

the scope of this project will transform not only Poultney and Rutland County, but the entire 

state of Vermont.  



 
In conclusion, the Board of SaveGMC, Inc. wholeheartedly and without reservation 

endorses the proposed “Renewable Nations Institute at Green Mountain College.” We support 

this effort and will continue to do so when the Institute opens its doors at GMC. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

HariNarayan Grandy, President 

 

Kirstin Kelley, Vice-President 

 

Maggie Ganguly, Treasurer 

 

Kheya Ganguly-Keifner, Secretary 

 

Christine Cassone, Director 

 

Paul Harrington, Director 

 

Kaitlyn Lawrence, Director 

 

Jonell Mitchel, Member 

 

Larry Sherman, Member 

 

 

  

  


