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Allan E. Baer 
President & Chief Executive Officer  
The Global Challenge Award, Inc.  
d.b.a. The Renewable Nations Institute  
168 North Main Street, Northfield, Vermont 
05663  
 
Subject: Letter of Interest to participate in the National Center for Work-Learning-Service and Leadership 
at Fort Winfield Scott, The Presidio, San Francisco. 
 
September 12, 2018 
 
Dear Mr. Baer, 

As Director of the MIT Environmental Solutions Initiative (ESI), I respectfully submit this letter of 
interest to participate in the National Center for Work-Learning-Service and Leadership in Sustainability at 
Fort Winfield Scott, The Presidio, San Francisco. We are interested in exploring a collaboration with the 
Renewable Nations Institute as a partnership for the SDGs under the auspices of the United Nations.  We 
believe we may bring important contributions to SDG 17 as we partner with the RNI in realizing your mission 
to;  

“…accelerate the rate at which the U.S. education sector can collectively develop an energy 
services workforce with the capacity to address the challenges of climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, and reduce the national security risks and economic disruptions emerging from 
increasingly frequent extreme climate-related weather events.” 

 
These priorities align well with those of the ESI and our colleagues of the MIT Energy Initiative (MITEI), as 
well as other groups at our institution.  
 
The ESI is an institute-wide organization that advances science, engineering, policy and social science, 
design, the humanities, and the arts toward a people-centric and planet-positive future. Founded in 2014, 
ESI’s overarching goal is to accelerate solutions to the world’s environmental challenges. To do so, ESI 
channels MIT’s research and education capacity to advance science, invent technologies, and innovate 
policies for mitigating carbon emissions and adapting to a changing climate in the face of global 
development needs and growing pressures on natural resources. ESI also leverages MIT’s proven 
convening power to engage with key stakeholders and decision-makers in supporting the deployment of 
solutions worldwide. ESI’s approach is fundamentally multidisciplinary. Research priorities include climate 
science and earth systems; cities and infrastructure; and sustainable production and consumption. Please 
visit our web site for more information: https://environmentalsolutions.mit.edu/ . 
 
The ESI sponsors research across the Institute and develops novel educational experiences for MIT’s 
undergraduate and graduate populations, as well as corporate partners and others. We are also able to 
work closely with the various online and extended educational resources hosted by MIT including MIT 
Open Learning, MITx and edX, MIT OpenCourseWare, MIT Professional Education (MIT xPRO) and others. 
We also collaborate with invention and maker spaces for sustainable technology development and 
production including the MIT International Design Center and NuVu Studios here in Cambridge. It is central 
to the ESI’s mandate to enlist the various components of MIT’s vast capacity for education and research on 
topics of global environmental importance. 
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The ESI recently launched a minor in Environment and Sustainability open to all MIT undergraduates. MITEI 
similarly manages the successful Energy Studies Minor also open to all MIT undergraduates. Through these 
two ambitious and important MIT educational programs we have committed to the training of leaders who 
will bring the technical expertise, wise management and leadership skills, and deeply held personal 
commitment to realizing a low carbon and humane society. We look forward to exploring the potential for 
bringing what we have learned in energy and sustainability education to the RNI’s National Center. 
 
In addition to the prospect of working with RNI, we are excited about the participation of AECOM in this 
venture. I know them well through my professional contacts and the ESI is currently engaged in a discussion 
regarding their overall sustainability goals in the built environment and infrastructure. We would welcome 
an engagement with AECOM through this project. 
 
In addition to this letter, you will have recently received a letter from MITEI stating their interest to 
participate. We regularly work with MITEI as a close partner in many activities and look forward to a 
collaboration that brings our respective and complementary capacities to your mission. 
 
On a personal note, thank you for your leadership toward a low carbon and sustainable future and I hope 
we will have the opportunity to work together. I hope to meet you at some point and look forward to 
knowing more about your vision for a resilient and sustainable future.  
 
Allan, I see you are located in Vermont so please let me know if you are visiting the MIT campus anytime in 
the future. Also, please feel free to reach out by email and don’t hesitate to call me directly if you have any 
questions about our interest and would like to know more about the ESI. I am always happy to talk about 
what we are doing. 
 
Best regards, 

 
John E. Fernández 
Director, MIT Environmental Solutions Initiative 
Professor, Department of Architecture, Building Technology Program 
Director, MIT Urban Metabolism Group 
Cell: 617-620-4445 
 
cc:  
Maria T. Zuber, MIT Vice President for Research 
Sarah Meyers, Education Program Manager, ESI 
Chris Noble, Director of Corporate Engagement, ESI 
Hannah Loomis, Senior Program Assistant, ESI 
Robert Armstrong, Director, MITEI 
Robert Stoner, Deputy Director for Science and Technology, MITEI 
Antje Danielson, Director of Education, MITEI 
Donald R. Sadoway, John F. Elliott Professor of Materials Chemistry 


